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YOou LET

LOME STEAM
OFF7?

I’'M PRONE

TO LOSING IT ToO.

WHEN ¥YOU LEFT,
PEGGY..

YOU LIKE MAKING
COMICS SO MUCHT?T
THERE CAN'T BE

MUCH MONEY IN
THIS, RIGHT?

...L FEEL LIKE...
AS IF.. WHEN T MAKE

L HAVEN'T SEEN FOR
A LONG TIME...

"__LIKE... THE WORLD REGAINS
A BIT OF MAGIC, YOU KNOW?".

Sy

THIS _
DOEAN'T LOOK
Goor..

THE... UGH...
HEREMITES... SAY
THAT NO ONE HAS

BEEN ABLE TO WEAR ;
IT FOR MORE THAN A f~
FEW MONTHS...

..THE PoO-
WER IT GIVES... 2
1& DOUBLE-
EDGED... THEY MAY...
i COUGH! BE
LYING, BUT...
THAT AURA...




AND NOW... TIME TO WAIT ]\
FOR ESSEX TO GIVE ME

.. .| ACCESS TO THE NEU-
RAL NETWORK. WHAT
ABOUT THIS, FREI?

LAST CON-
TROL ROOM &A-

BOTAGED. ONLY ' ¢ @
MINE REMAING & % @
FUNCTIONAL. % W o

I GUESS NO
) ONE FORESAW AN

OVERLOAD CAUSED
BY AN ELECTRICAL
PHANTOM.

s

: ALREADY... HH...
THAT HIM... WITH DESTABILIZ-
HS POWER...
w\ CoULD ADAPT

&TILL THINK
I'M NOTHING?

I THOUGHT 7 t [ - fadBage

ENOUGH YOU SENT A
TELEPATH TO INVESTI-

WTOWERS. IT WORRIEP YOU

. 7
B, .&[ Ij;lﬁ’:
DURING THE INCI- : ' WELL £2EIF YOI\ >
DENT. - T
02! CAN = 1 FEEL THE SAME WAY
4OMEONE oén?;r:wug;n ] B WHEN ADAM ATTACKS THE
CONTACT...? o R U+l ~eurmaL NETwoORK. His
e T N HAND AFFECTS THE CELL
; \”?\\ P |

-m-o

co i~ ¢
-.-BUT Now Ko |

YOoU ALL ARE
BUSY WITH THE
HEREMITES...

ANOTHER IN-
TRUDER?




FREI 15 HERE.
IT'S OBVIOUS THAT o ¥
WE HAVE FALLEN : I WILL HELP YOU
INTO A TRAR il ENTER THE NEURAL
} NETWORK. THE REAL ONE,
THE ASTRAL ONE. I THINK
THERE ARE SOME PRO-
ToCOLS THERE THAT YOU,
WITH YOUR ABILITIES,
COULD USE...

WHO ARE
YOU? A HE-
REMITE, T
ASSUME...

INFO BEFORE WE CA-
ME, BUT WE DIDN'T KNOW
WHAT IT MEANT. TS
ADAM'S EX. HER VISIONS.
THOLE PROTOCOLS
ALLOW You To ACT/-
VATE THEM...
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THIS 1S THEX
WORKED WITH FORM T TAKE

YOUR PART- IN AN ELEC-

NER. -1\ TRICAL NET-
3 WORHK.

i,
!

i

L,

¥,

THE ASTRAL &
AREA OF THE NEURAL
NETWORK IS SUPPORTED
BY THIS CIRCUITRY. WHEN T
GET TO THE ROOM, T WILL
DEACTIVATE THE BARRI-
ERS 40 YOU CAN ENTER /]
FROM HERE.

YOU DOING
HERE?

CAN LOCATE
YOU EASILY.

- 5 &0 THAT T

INFILTRATE

MY WAY INTO
THE NEURAL
NETWORHK

MAYBE NOTHING.
BUT WE'RE NOT IN A
POSITION TO BE
PICKY, RIGHT?

¥ BUT I'LL
GET A% CLOSE
AS I CAN 3
THROUGH THE /'

HOW? THE
NEURAL NET-
WORK & 150-

LISTEN. THE
SITUATION'S
CRITICAL.
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MY INDEX \ | % 7/ BUT... WHAT'S
FINGER- % R THE USE OF THAT...
NAIL. Eh THE PROTOCOL&?




THE INCIPENT.

You CAN'T GIVE
UrP Now/!

LISTEN! WHAT GOOD ARE YOU
DOING TO YOUR GIRL BY LOSING YOUR
GODDAMN MINDT WE HAVE TO TAKE
HER OUT OF HERE!

DUDE. IT'8
USELESS. SEEN IT
OTHER TIMES.

i

i

"7 4 N NS T WA Ly T THING TSN
' 7 # {J P \NHE LY / A CONDUIT OF...

' < P&YCHIC SEN-

THE ARTI-
FACT OF YOUR
HAND...

S

WE HAVE A PLAN W
AGAINST THE EBT! YOU
CAN USE THIS RAGE
FOR THAT, ADAM!

DON'T LET
THIS SHIT GET
TO You!

HOWEVER SHE 18, WE
MUST GET HER oUT
OF HERE ANP TAKE
REVENGE ON THE
EBI!

SHUT
THE FUCK
UP!

<3 ASSH...!

—< FUCKING S




-TT- BLADES? A
LITTLE FURTHER DOWN,
AND YOU COULD'VE
KILLED ME...

THE FUCK 1& <7
WRONG WITH YOU? i
WHY DO YOU LET
THIS FUCKFACE
GET TO YOU? 4

...I'M NOT _
GONNA TAKE THE \'/
BAIT. T KNOW You
DON'T WANT TO
DO THIS.

You couLpVEN/ ],
KILLED ME, IF
yOU WANTED

JACOB BE-
LIEVES THAT THE
CELL TOWERS EMIT THE
MIND-CONTROL PRO-
GRAMS OF THE NEU-
RAL NETWORK.

AND WE WiLL
ATTACK THE NEURAL
NETWORK. IT HAS A
MIND-CONTROL SYETEM REMEMBER
- WE CAN DAMAGE . HOW YOUR HAND
IT! REACTED TO THE

: CELL TOWERS?

i AND YOUR
(N HAND REACTED! YOU CAN

N\ ceT iT7 THATS BN USE THE ANGER
THE KEY/ A\ FOR THIS!

- . ,a

FREI, ADAM!




Mie..
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Z MINUTES AFTER
THE INCIDENT. N

1

THAT HUMANS DON'T

6 DAYS BEFORE
THE INCIPENT.

NEIESES

S
N
N

A

YOUR HAND ABSORBS THE
PSYCHIC ENERGIES ARCUND IT,
COURAGE, PASSION, FEAR...
WHATEVER SURROUNDS YOU, IT
ABSORBS IT 50 YOU CAN
USE ITS POWER.

6 DAYS BEFORE.

o
i

oo

THE PROBLEM |15

ELIMINATE NEGATIVE
ENERGIES.

MOST BELIEVE THAT
HIDING THOLE ENER-
GIES IN A SECRET
CORNER OF YOUR
MIND 1& ENOUGH. BUT
WHEN YOU DO THAT...

——

6 DAYS BEFORE. f

...PAIN AND HATRED, ¥
OUT OF THE LIGHT OF
CONSCIENCE, DO NOT
DISAPPEAR, BUT
RATHER INTENSIFY.

H§ MINUTES
AFTER.




"DO YOU UNDERSTAND? YOUR HAND ABSORBS
THE PAIN AND HATRED OF OTHERS, AND AL-
THOUGH YOU DON'T CON&CIOUSLY PERCEIVE 1T,
WHEN YOU CAN'T CARRY THAT VOLATILE
ENERGY ANYMORE, YOU EXPLOPE".
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5 MINUTES
AFTER.

KEEP THE
SHIELD UP!

y HOLD ON UNTIL
ADRIAN COMES!

WhicLi reitraiize

HIM WITH HIS
SPELL...]

HE'S THE ENEMY,

ADAM, NOT ME! YOU'RE

SUPPOSED TO &TILL RE-
MEMBER WHO I AM!

&0... EVEN IF T'M NoT| [ 5%
AWARE, T 4ENSE THE
&HIT FROM OTHERS,

10 MIN. AFTER.

11 MIN. AFTER.

THIS POISON..,
EVERY TIME :
MY HAND... 42~

15 THIS WHAT CAUSES
ME TO LOSE CONSCIOUS-
NESS? BUT... THEN...

KEEP YOUR PSYCHE
&TRONG NEAR THE

o 6 PAYS BEFORE.

: : |
. /63;57”
THE SAME
PREDICA-

MENT AS US.

" GINCE HUMANS
DO NOT PERCEWVE
THE POISON IN

N
QAN
\'

| \

..YOU ARE
THE ONE WHO
ENDS UP EXPE-
RIENCING THE
SYMPTOMS.

| \“"
WHAT &HOULD I PO

TO NOT LOAE CON-
TROL OF MY&ELF?

LKA




24 MINUTES AFTER
THE INCIPENT.

&/ FIRST WORD-PIECE
DOWN. S00N, THE EBL
WILL HAVE ITS FIRST
EXECUTIONER...

AH, T WONDER
HOW MUCH IN-
FORMATION HE
WILL GIVE US.

THOMAS, T WISH

YOU COULD &EE HOW
CLOSE WE ARE TO ELI-
MINATING THEM ONCE
AND FOR ALL...

WITH THEM
GONE, WE COULD
FOCUS ON THE CULT
OF THE ONE, AND ON

AMERICA...




...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE. 15 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDPING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I185UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIDEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 3% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE-ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UP&URGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOHK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGEcCoMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



