


O A = ALL RIGHT, TACOB
o 0 O | HANDS IN THE AIR.
> (4 5 YOU KNOW PER-
Q o A | FECTLY WELL WHY
) . 1 ’ \. WE'RE LOOKING
O S" ' FOR YOU.
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THEY BKNOW
ABOUT US.




ANY OTHER
MOVE AND
I SsHoOOT.

NE
s

N
"

C'MON, LET'S
SEDATE HIM
AND GET THE

GOOoPD. IF
YOU KEEP IT THIS
WAY, NOTHING
BAD WILL...

You
KNOW
WATER'S A
GREAT
CON-
DUCTOR,
RIGHT?




You
THINK IT'M
GONNA

TELL?

ELECTRICITY,
MAKING MY SKIN
VIBRATE. I'VE .
NEVER DONE ANY-
THING LIKE THIS. |7/
AND YET...

L r\\\

s
/}_'J \?_/

CLARISSE.
STAY HERE.

s

I'M GOING
TO TAKE
CARE OF THE
OTHERS.

rwy

...FEELS AS NATU-|F
RAL A& OPENING |-
AND CLO&ING |
YOUR HAND.




I &EE
BETTER THAN
EVER, IN FACT.

2

|
I
r

I CAN TAP INTO MY SPE- |
CIAL VISION EVEN IN A
SITUATION LIKE THIS... N

rr—

THE NEURBAL NET-
WORHK HAS CAUGHT
QUITE A BIT OF
CHAOS. AND BEWIL-

DERMENT.

SHOULD T SAVE
TWO, AT LEASTT

THEIR COSTUMES
RADIATE 640 MANY
¥ ORDERLY PATTERNS
OF INFORMATION...

<Al

...THAT I CAN SEE
THEM THROUGH
waLLs.

[INEARINARANI

I CAN NO

LONGER EMIT
WAVES TO MAKE
THEM SLEEF..

I DON'T EVEN
KNOW HOW I'M
DOING THIS.

THERE'S LIKE... A FO-
REIGN INTELLIGENCE
THAT MOVES ME AND
GUIDES ME, A VOICE
WITHOUT WORDPS.

TWO GUYS
AROUND THE
CORNER.

THROWING A
FLASH GRE-
NAPE AT ME.

“WHAT DID YOU &4EE
IN THE DARKNESS,
JacCoB?"




Y ARE YoU GOING TO
ANSWER NOW OR ARE
YOU PAUSING THIS

i |
| e

CEIVING YOUR GIFTS ON
THE MATERIAL

/
/

hed S YOU'RE WEARING METAL
ARMOR, YOU IPIOTS. ALL T
= HAVE TO DO I& &HOOT IN
" mA I i : , YOUR DIRECTION AND LET
RS S| CONDUCTIVITY DO THE
i i REST!

i

o ‘“\ﬂ

¥ DPAD ARE
" THERE MONSTERS |
| IN THE BATH-  (
. ROOM? I THINK... |
U ITHINK..

T

L

<

" THI& NON-
LENSE, AGAIN? |
ARE YOU THAT

MONSTERS (N THA
BATHR... ARE YOU |
DOING IT TO GET |,
ATTENTION? f

4

|/ THE DRAMATIC SIDE
OF YOUR MOTHER? I&

I CAN'T,

THAT IT, YOU WANT TO/ CREEPER.

\_ BE THE CENTER OF /
.. ATTENTION? £

-\_‘-““"-_—-—._\__.—v

JACOB, AREN'T
YOU GONNA CLOSE\-
THE RITUAL OF
THE SECOND
DOOR?

E——

"BESIDES, I'VE GOT THE
OPERATION TOMORROW.
I NEED... TO PREPARE... | .. +

Z

ST caNT - /

ANSWER 50 THAT EVERYTHING
THE QUES- GOES WELL...”
TION.




i

I FEEL
ENDLESS EN-
ERGY \N ME.

DOESN'T

/THE HEAD...\_

\ &TOP VIBRAT-/
L, ING...

& THIS WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN YOU h
OPEN THE SECOND
DPOOR?

SECURITY.

(T's PONE.

ESSEX... T CRITICIZED
YOoU 50 MUCH... I
PIDN'T KNOW ABOUT
THIS POWER... AND

THIS WEIGHT...




"M &ECOND DOOR... HAVE

THE GIFTS FROM THE

MANIFESTED THEM-
SELVES THROUGH
THIS... "&HADPOWGENE".

&URRENDER OR
I'LL BLOW YOUR
FRIEND'S HEAD

A SUBSTANCE FROM
THE EBI... I& THAT

INOCULATED YOU
WITH, ESSEX?

WHAT THE &HE-WOLF 7

APPEARED AFTER THE

BITE, ALTHOUGH IT'S A

LITTLE LOWER, AS IF IT

DESCENDED THROUGH MY
VEINS.

YOU AGAIN...
NO.

I DON'T KNOW. IT

YES. AGAIN. I CAN'T MANIPULATE
YOU AS LONG AS IT'M ASSISTED &Y
THE CELL TOWERS, BUT... TURNS OUT
I DON'T NEED IT.

TIC GUNS AND INTECT YOURSELE

I KNoW YOU'RE
GOING TO SEE

S0 TULL 5TOP
TRYING TO HIDE
MY PRESENCE.

LEAVE HER ALONE.
SHOOT ME INSTEAD!




IN THE TIME I FORCE HER
TO POINT AT YOU, YOoU'LL
HAVE ME VANISHED
AGAIN.

AFTER ALL, T AM ASSISTED
BY FLOWS OF INFORMATICON
ALL TOO FAMILIAR TO
YOU...

o

GAME'S
OVER,

GRAB THE GUN
BACK THERE AND
INTECT YOUR-
SELE

WHAT ARE YOU
WAITING FOR?
WANT TO WATCH
HER DIE?

T'VE SEEN IN HER
MEMORY HOW MUCH
2 YOoU OWE HER.

THIS & HOW

YOU'RE GOING

TO PAY HER
BACK?

IT WAS AT FRANKFURT UNIVER-
4ITY THAT I ADOPTED THE
GATES OF CONSCIOUSNESS

LCHOOL OF MAGIC.

ESSEX WAS USING IT ALREADY...
HE ENCOURAGED ME TO DO THE
RITUAL OF THE FIRST DOOR.

I WON'T 54y \
IT AGAIN,
JACOB.

-

v

UNLIKE ESSEX, MY
POWERS... WERE VERY
SUBTLE. T 8AW... FLOWS. ..
THAT I COULDN'T INTERPRET.

THEN CLARISSE
CALLED ME.

o AL _

&HE KNEW I WAS
INTO MAG/C...

WANTED TO TRY SOME
IMPLANTS THAT WOULD
BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR A

NORMAL PERSON.

AND I INCORPORATED THEM WITH
NO TROUBLE. THEN I UNPER-
&TOOD... IT WASN'T TUST MY
EYES.

MY BODY ADMITTED IM-
PLANTS THAT NO HUMAN COULD
TOLERATE FOR THE SAME
REASON THAT MY EYES SEE INVI-
SIBLE PATTERNS: MY POWER 1&

I PROCESS IT THROUGH THE
EYES AS ETHEREAL FIELDS AND
IN MY BODY AS TECHNOLOGY
THAT I INTEGRATE AT A MUCH
MORE &YMBIOTIC LEVEL THAN
USUAL.

CLARISSE GAVE ME
THIS IDENTITY. T AM WHAT
I AM BECAUSE OF HER,

TO INTEGRATE INFORMATION.

AND NOW...

THAT’S T
ENOUGH, A N |\
gacoB. (LY k \

e
*7  ORDER: CLARISSE...
. SHOOT.




SEEN IT
BEFORE.

PRAY WE NEVER &EE
EACH OTHER IN
PERSON.

YOU GET A
LITTLE POWER
AND YOU BECOME/
A BULLY. '

...YOU'RE TH
LUCKY ONE IF
OUR PATHS NEVER

AND ABOUT
SEEING YOU...

I'VE SENT MICRODIS-
CHARGES WITH MY
FOOT... TO COLLAPAE THE
NERVES IN HER WRIST AND

CEASE ALL MOVEMENT.

T DON'T UNDER-
&TAND. T'M CON-
TROLLING HER

AND I HER BODPY.

"RUSHIKOFF
DIDN'T MANAGE
TO GET HlM-Il

]
2

"HE &4PENT &EVERAL
HOURS HELPING TO
STEAL THE EXO-
&UITS TECHNOLOGY
FROM US..."

1] e

Jl[lh \¢ 'in'lllll.n.nla-




"JACOB TOLD HER
HE HAD TO LEAVE
50 THAT HE DIDN'T
KEEP PUTTING HER
IN PANGER."

4£0... THIS
IS IT? WE GAVE
THIS GUY SHADOWGE-
NE TUST FOR THE
POLSSIBILITY OF..
CAPTURING TWO
OouUT OF THREET?

ACCORDING
TO FRANK, ADAM
WENT MISSING ON
SEVILLE. HOW'S HE
GONNA MEET

"OoBVIOUSLY, HE
DIDN'T TELL HER

WHERE HE WAS |»
GOING." .

IT'S COMPLI-
CATED TO PROLCEED
WITH &UCH STRICT
LIMITS ON PUTTING
CIVILIANS WITHOUT
MAGICAL TALENTS
AT RISHK.

"IN ANY CASE, WE W

~—~ HAVE 4UCCEEDED | —.
IN CREATING A \

FALLE SENAE OF \
SECURITY.." |

: .--AND WE'VE EXPLO-
RED THE CHANGES
AND ADAPTATION OF

THE SHADOWGENE IN R SRR IF YOU KNEW ALL FRANK,
i FOWEVER CAU- ;2’;;2‘?7‘"{5 ‘gﬁ;fg_ NO. THIS DURING MY MI&-
= i TioUS HE MAY BE, BIMENT WITH THE & EXACT- SION IN SEVILLE, T...
S4OONER OR LATER SHADOWGENE.... LY THE ONE OF MY 509:E§...
HE WILL MEET WITH STUFF ACCE&SSED ADAM'S

HE... MEMORIES. T THINK
WE CAN DE&IGN A

PLAN...

THE OTHER
TWO...

)7 AND WE'LLNE
CAPTURE THEM \::
AT THAT

MOMENT.




ADAM HAS A VOID IN HIS \

P&YCHE. HE WANTS TO BE
VALUED, BUT HI& ENVIRON-
MENT TELLS HIM THAT TO
BE VALUED HE HAS TO...
\, CASTRATE HIM-
LELF _

...ABANDONED
HIM PRECISELY
WHEN HE SHOWED
HIM HI& POWER,
HI& TRUE IPEN-
TITY..

IF SOME-

ONE KIPNAFPS
HER, WON'T &HE

NEED A HERO?

\

HI& HEROIC FANTASIES \
WERE THE ONLY THING NS
THAT GAVE MEANING TO \ A
HIS LIFE, BUT HE HAD NO
WAY OF APPLYING IT TO
REAL LIFE...

7 ..SINCE WE'VE NN
CREATED A &Y&TEM \ W
WHERE NORMAL PEOPLE
GIVE UP THEIR POWER
EVERY DAY. BUT... BLANCA,
HI& FIRST GIRLFRIEND...

A HERO WHO

CAN REDEEM HIM- N\, % =z, .
SELF FROM A LIFE- \/, ‘P2 ..
TIME OF RETJEC- /f%‘/ i _—
TION? THE PLAN . \
CAN WORHK... e .

OBVIOUSLY, IT
WOULD INVOLVE IN-
NOCENTS, FREL BUT
THE PLAN CAN

WORK.

...TO' BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE. I1&. AN ALMOST MONTHLY (40O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR "“"FREE"” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN IS5UE,
PREVIEWS OF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US4 THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UPSURGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOHK => FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
| SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



