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Blanca, remembr that night, on

the beach, when my father took
il?

Remember why you ran away?

You were afraid... =
THIS COMIC 1S PUBLISHED UNDER AN AT TRIBUTION-NONCOM-

MERCIAL-NONPERIVATIVES CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSE, AND
& OWNED BY ITS AUTHORS, SIMON MONOGATARI (SERGIO
RODRIGUEZ FUNGUEIRO) AND ATANA SUMI (CRISTINA ERRAEZ
CASTELLTORT).

QOO

Blanca, remember that night,
on the beach, when my father
took ill?

Remember why you ran
away? You were afraid...

..when | told you about
magic. Aren’t you... curi-
ous about it?
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OH, FOR THE
LOVE OF THE ONE.
GOD. I CAN'T BE-

LIEVE THIS.
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YALL THESE FUCKING LIES!™
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OH, GOD.
W CAN'T BREA-
% THE.

YEAH, I LEAVE
EARLY ON TUES-
DAYS. ARE YOU
COOKING ALL BY
YOURSELF?

SIGURD, T
 CAN'T BREA-

: _“WE'VE T-TRA- %:.,
VELED TO A PARAL- :
LEL WORLD AND TH-

THE 5-5UIT DOESN'T
WORK! CAN'T...!

YOU'RE AN ELITE EBL
, AGENT ON AN INTERDI-
) WA MENS/ONAL MISSION!
=S8 WE'RE IN A FUCKING
‘ POCKET WORLD!

HAVE THE PE-
CENCY TO ACT LIKE
A PROFESSIONAL
AGENT, YOU FUCK!

OH, YES. YOUR
FATHER'S ON A
TRIP. WHY USE

CAl YOU LEFT
CLASS EAR-

A LOT OF FOOD,
DON'T You

SE TO FINISHING

THE DEGREE,

S00N YOU WILL
BE ABLE TO WORHK
WITH YOUR FATHER, IN

MUSEUMS AND...

"CRYING, "CHEER UP A FUCKING
AGAINT ARE BIT! YOU SEE ME CRYING,
You A BOY HAVING YOUR GRANDMO-
OR A LITTLE THER BURIED AND ALL7?
GIRL?" FUCKING HELLY.

CALM THE

FUCK DOWN OR I'LL
FUCKIN' £TICK YOUR
HELMET UP YOUR A&S&!

WELL... 5AR-
TORIUS HAS A
MENTOR... A

I DON'T KNOW. WE
WERE... WATCHING THE
SARTORIUS MOVIES, /-
YOU KNOW?
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AND IT MADE ME
THINK... WHAT DOES
MAGIC MEAN IN A

IN CLASST
I THOUGHT You
STUDIED SOME-
THING MORE...
ELEVATEL

<1

WELL, IT WAS AN
" ANALYSIS OF MY THS IN PO-
PULAR CULTURE; SARTORIUS
1S5 BASED ON KING ARTHUR'S
OLD LEGENDS...

S IT RE-

WHAT DOE
PRESENT, ON A S¥YM-
BOLIC LEVEL?




WELL, THERE ARE
DISTURBED PEOFPLE
WHO BELIEVE IN

MAGIC, RIGHT?
EVEN POLICE-

MEN... |‘

LESSE &0
NowApAYs,
THANKFULLY

/ NO, BUT THERE'S
ALWAYS A "MENTOR" WHO\

GIVES YOU "MAGIC KNOW-
LEDGE" AND... T DON'T
KNOW, WHY DO WE LIKE
TO READ THAT?

WHEN I WAS
LITTLE, THESE
STORIES HAD... T
DON'T KNOW,

MAGNETISM...

L

GOD. DO You
ALWAYS HAVE
TO GO THE-

FE-I5-50-BORING

RET

LOOWK, T KNOW
YOUR ADULT-LI-

TALK.

JORDI MAY BE A BIT BLAND, BUT WHEN
HE BECOMES A PUBLIC NOTARY YOU'LL
APPRECIATE THE &TABILITY HE

WE'RE AL-

MOST RICH, MOM!
I COULD BE WITH
A BEGGAR AND IT

WOULDN'T MAT-
NG
\

YEAH, LIKE ADAM,
RIGHT? THAT'S FINE
WHEN YOU ARE 16,
HAVING YOUR AD-
VENTURES...

YOoU REALLY
THINK LIFE |1&

\ TUST... THIS? '
il I
| N
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"..THERE ARE NO

BETTER WORLDS OUT [=om
THERE, BLANCA, IT'S )

ALL AN ILLUSION".
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OH MY GOD.
MY GOD. ALIENS.
THEY'RE ALIENS,
RIGHT? WE'RE
SURROUNDED
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—== 7 INA WAX THE \ ih
=/ PARANORMAL EBL X E
/..y DEVELOPED TECHNOLOGY

5 TO GENERATE POCKET
=2 UNIVERSES... WE GENERA-
1 TE A WORLD AND WHEN WE
DETECT LIFE WE GO THERE,
CONPITIONING THEM INTO
SEEING US AS EMISSA-
RIES OF THE

+4
3

LISTEN. FROM\
30 ONWARDS ALL
YyoU WANT |1& FOR
EVERYTHING TO
&TAY AS (T
&...

"YOU'RE
A PUPPET,
SIGURD!
AND
THEY'RE
VILLAINS!”

IT'S& EASY TO
TALK WITH
THAT FUCKING
HAND PROTEC-
TING YOU, ISN'T
IT, ADAM?T

YOoU 5TO-
LE IT FROM
LANARK. IT'S
YOUR RIGHT TO
WEAR IT.



NOT GONNA
PUT ON THE
HAND, FRANK.

WHAT? FOR
THE LOVE OF THE ONE!
HOW CAN YouU...? TRAF THEM IN

A DIFFERENT UNIVERSE, WITHOUT
FAMILY OR...!

YEAH, DEPENDIN([‘;\

ON THE GUY, YOU HAVE TO

LEPATHS, PUTS PROGRAMS

USES. s0CIoLoGICAL

IN THEM...

STUDIES, R&D... BUT
ABOVE ALL, WE LOOK
CAREFULLY TO &4EE IF
ANY GENETIC ANO-
MALY APPEARS

HAVEN'T YoU
SEEN THE ME-
TAHUMANS?
203, 1234,

1502...

I DON'T USE
SHORTCUTS.

mr

...THE NUMBERS
ARE THE TIME
WE BROUGHT
THEM TO OUR

I AL&O
/' SUSPECT THAT
STOCKHOLM SYN-|
PROME PLAYS A
HUGE ROLE.
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YOU'RE A
MONS-
TER.

HEY, SIGURD, I'VE
MADE YOU...

YyoU SEE YOUR FATHER
CRYING? NO! AND HE
LOST HI& WIFE! BUT
THAT WAS TWO

YEARS AGO, GOD-
DAMMIT!

GOD, YOU'RE &TILL

IN YOUR PATAMASTY
YOU SHOULD BE AS-
HAMED OF YOUR-

FUCKING
KID.

THERE. IN THE ROYAL
PALACE. THERE HE 15,
WITH HIS MOTHER.
THE NEW META-
HUMAN.

YOU'VE BEEN FINE
THESE YEARS! NOW
SUPDENLY YOU MIS4
HER?

TO THE
GODS.

A SACRIFICE
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SOUL AND
BODY ARE NOT
FERFECTLY S¥YN- g
_CHRONIZEP.

E e LT ST L
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PEOPLE DON'T UN-
DERATAND THE PUR-
POSE OF PREAMS,

SARTORIUS.

THER WORLLE..

...WHERE
YOUR £0UL RE-
SIPES.

_ N

THE MORE YOU PEL-
VE INTO THE WORLD OF
DREAMS, THE BETTER
YOUR SOUL CONNECTS

i TO YOUR BOPY.

OH WISE MERLAS, ¢
MY GREAT WIZARD, WHAT

I GoOP I8 ALL THIS TO ME?

I JUST WANT TO BE A
éoor WARRIOR...

You sKNow How
TO MAKE THE SWORDP
SING, SARTORIUS.
BUT YOU'RE NOT THE

ONLY ONE.,

AND BOTH
YOou ANDP THEY
= KNOW THAT ABOVE ALL
OF YoU THERE ARE...

— GENIUSES.

THOSE WHO LUN-
GE AT THE RIGHT
STEF, A% IF GUIPED
8y THE GOoD4.

SOUL.

/
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W THAT'S BECAUSE

THEY HAVE A MORE
HABMONIC CONNEC-
TION TO THEIR
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IF ¥OUR £OUL Vi-
BRATES WITH THE PREAM
OF BEING A SWORPSMAN
ANDP A GUARDIAN YOU Do

WELL TO TRAIN...

s,

...BUT TO REACH .
THE REALM OF GENIUSES,
TO BE GUIDED BY THE GODS,
YOU HAVE TO REINFORCE
THE PATH OF DREAMS,
X SARTORIUS,

"MERLAS, YOUR INTRI-
CATE VERBIAGE 15 AS
BEAUTIFUL AS UNIN~-
TELLIGIBLE TOo ME".

EMISSARIES
OF THE GODS!
WELCOME TO THE
ROYAL PALACE
YOUR HOUSE.

WE HOLD YOUR JTUST &A-
CRIFICE AND BLESSED

WITH GOOD BLIND-
FOLDS.
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YOU SEE WHY &UITS ARE
NECESSARY, DESPITE THE
COMPATIBLE ATMOSPHERET?

‘\CAULE OF THIS SHIT
TRANSLATOR.




...NO UNDERS&-

TAND. WHY GOD

WANTS TO TAKE
MY CHILD?

COME
HERE, LU-
. MINOUS.

COME BE-
DROOM.

THE MOTHER
BROUGHT THE
CHILD WHEN HE
AWAKENING. /|

GURD, G:O)

WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU YOU'RE TWEL VE, N‘;ﬁ.i‘;&‘?gﬁfp MOM GAVE IT TO

DOING WITH THAT BEAR? FOR FUCK'S SAKE! WEIRDO! ME! LET IT GO!
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| THE MONAR-
T\ CHS BROUGHT /-
PEOPLE. A/

THERE HE
15...

I THINK THEY
WANT TO TALK.

LUMINOUS, WE WANTED
40 YOU SEE OUR NEW
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WE WANTED You To
HELLO THE NEW
PRIEST, TO GET

GOOPD LUCK.

NV

- -
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A NEW ONE?
WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE OLD ONET

ONE SERVES THE
GODS THAT TAKE YOU.

THIS ONE MEAN-
WHILE UNDER-
STANDS THAT

THE KINGS ARE

THE GODS.

I THINK... HE
WAS VERY LONELY.
I PIPN'T GET IT,
BACK THEN...

TAT'S LIKE HE ¥
CAN'T CON-

I NEVER
TOLD YOU ABOUT

v
®
q (liain
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AND THEN... HIS
FATHER GOT &ICK AND
HE... HE TOLD ME...
TOO MUCH...

S AT A 4 0L
T B

HE TOLD ME THAT...

HE PRACTICED MAGIC OR
LOMETHING, AND T WAL
AFRAID... WAS HE CRAZY 7

- THOLE THINGS...

A Z B
EN'T REAL,

ARE THEY? YOU
HAVE TO BE CRAZY
TO BELIEVE I-IN...

I GUESS T WAS

AFRAID OF SOMEONE
OPENING UFP To ME &0
MUCH. T DON'T DESERVE

THING SPECIAL, AND
ADAM HAD £0 MUCH...
CREATIVITY.

L DON'T LIKE
COMICS, BUT HE... PREW
AND WROTE THEM. HE
USED TO PRACTICE CARD
TRICKS, WHEN HE WAS

K HIS MOM
|\ HATED IT.

I SUPPOSE &HE,
LIKE ME, WAS INTIMI-
DPATED TO &EE IN HIM....
A POWER THAT &HE
LACKS...

I THINK THAT
AFTER THE BREAKUF,
ADAM QUIT COMICS AND
| BECAME AN ENGINEER...
PRESSURED &Y HIS
MOTHER.
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T DON'T KNOW. ~ ¢
IT'S LIKE I HEL- ! f S
PED TO... PUT HIS et s IR
FIRE OFF.. (il e
- e THEY WANT

Y our cops caN

\ DO NOTHING,

b |
[T/l {11/ To PROVE THAT

~ S5IGURD.

A h;\/\ -

i ™~

r (il
~

YASLEEP
AGAINZ”

..'.Eiiiiﬂiiiii'l.“‘\

@LAMLLIT RNy,

.\um\\ . @
P, A\ VA TRy
nnﬂﬁfﬁﬁi@f‘-‘u‘ hﬂlﬁ.\\) ‘5“"]“"

IT'S FROM
MOM! LET
HIM GO!

-

COUGH, COUGH. ™N
SIGURD... T THINK THEY WAIT FOR U5
f THE EBI OVERFPLAYED TC WAKE UP 'CAUSE THEY WANT

HI& HAND, PRETENDING TO HEAR YOU SCREAM... WANT TO
TO BE EMISSARIES OF HEAR YouU VULNERABLE WHILE
THE GODS... THEY WHIP YOU.




THEY'RE
GONNA KILL
Us, SIGURD.

MOTHER'S
DEAD, &TOP
CRYING!

L=y 1y W
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i et W e
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IM GOING TO DIE ON
ANOTHER PLANET.

GRRMPH

THEY DON'T UNPDERS-
TAND YOU, SIGURD.
YOUR HYPNOTIC VOICE
DOESN'T WORK.
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"WE'R

P ot H

E GOIN

DO YoU REALLY THINK YoOU
DIDN'T TAKE THE GAUNTLET
BECAUSE "YOU DON'T WANT

“YOU'RE
3 A PUPPET,

NO. YOU AVOID IT
OouUT OF FEAR.

—/GOD... LOOK
AT YOoU. PI-
TIFUL.

o
AAAGH!

DON'T...7?

YOoU WANT

TO BE THIS Ay
SHIT FOR THE
REAT OF YOUR




1 Wl
NOBODY G- _ W
_ VES A SHIT,
THEY DON'T UN- wiLL You &ToP

_\f:IAHHAHAHA! AT AN VoL e GODDAMMIT! o - T

Ny _\  &6uRD - )
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L" : ’?2 4 a— -
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S C I DON'T '

WANT TO
DIE.

UUUUHHNG
OH GOP...

YoU THINK THEY
GONNA &TOF BECAU-
LE YOU'RE CRYINGT

...5TOP
FUCKING
CRYING,

YOU TWAT?

|

\

YOU THINK IT
HURTS LESS?

YouU THINK &OME-
BODY CARES ABOUT
YOUR PAINZ?

I

NOBODY
CARES,
MORON!

.

_m

o

i .80 &TOP
FUCKING
CRYING!

Nosop)y..!

T~
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“YOU'VE HYPNOTI-

ZED THEM!”"
=
)
& b -2
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What's up?

What's up?

What's up?

| BOBCOOSOTOOG DOV |
What's up?

Oh. Great.

I'll tell you

w.
gy
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7

ward to talking
to you, Blanca.

.......
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T THINK IT WAS
THE EMOTION,
&IGURD".




THEY DPIDN'T

<
UNDERSTAND YOU,
&UT YOouU HYPNOTI-
ZED THEM THROUGH
YOUR EMOTION.

YOUR MIRA-
“‘":‘Q\ CLE PROVED THAT
YOU'VE BEEN SENT

AT =
(LTI F e
b

8y cop!

\

"YOU MADE

EVERYONE

LIVE OUR
PAIN".

YOU SAVED
us, s16...!

I &HOULD HAVE

ORDERED THOS4E
MOTHERFUCKERS TO
FUCKING HANG
THEMSELVES!

MY BACK'S
GRILLED!

Jemgy

THE TRANSLA-
TOR, 5IGURD.

L N’ﬁ ON.




THE KID'S

HEARING
YOou...

Time of abduction:

03:21

LT S, P

b .
1 o
[2 R O

& ABOUT! YOU HEAR ME,
KID? ONE DAY YOoU'LL
FUCKING THANK




...TO BE CONTINUED

UPSURGE 1S5 AN ALMOST MONTHLY (4O DAYS)
SERIES THAT &TILL HAS A LONG WAY TO GO TO
REACH THE INTENDED ENDING. HOWEVER, WE
CAN'T KEEP DOING IT FOR “FREE” INDEFINITELY.
IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN HELPING U& WHILE
ALSO GETTING EARLY ACCESS TO AN I185UE,
PREVIEWS oOF FUTURE EPISODES, OR VIPEOS
AND TEXTS ABOUT OUR CREATIVE PROCESS,
PLEASE -CONSIDER SUPPORTING US THROUGH PA-
TREON AT THE 2% PLEDGE LEVEL (LINK BELOW).
IF WE HAVE ENOUGH HELP, WE'LL TURN UP&URGE
INTO A MONTHLY SERIES. THANK YOU!

LINKS:

OUR PATREON -> PATREON.COM/UPSURGE

OUR FACEBOOK -> FACEBOOK.COM/UP-
SURGECOMIC

THROW SOME PEANUTS TO THE APE ->
TWITTER.COM/SIMONOGATARI



